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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE C. DAVISON,
of Tyrone, in the county of Blair and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and val-
uable Improvement in Clothes-Tongs; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the construc-
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a perspective view of my improved tongs as
used. TFig. 2 is a similar view of the same;
and Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section thereof,
showing the attachment of the jaws.

This invention has relation to means for
handling clothing in washing in hot water,
.and litting the samé from the kettle; and it
consists in the construction and novel arrange-
ment of a pair of branches of unequal length,
pivoted together, and having curved jaws, bent
to come together in loop form, a spring to hold
the jaws closed, and a wrist-extension of the
larger branch to relieve the muscles of the
fore-arm in lifting, as hereinafter shown and
-described.

In the accompanying drawings, the letters
a b designate the branches of the tongs, hav-
ing the jaws ¢, which are bent in concave form
toward each other,.s0 as to form a loop when
closed, this form being best adapted for seizing
loose masses of wet clothes. These branches

are pivoted together by means of pins d pass-
ing through a plate-link, ¢, seated in clefts in
said branches, this method being preferred be-
cause the metallichinge-connectionis guarded;

but they may be otherwise hinged together, if
thought desirable.

Thelongerbranch, b, extendsunderthe wrist,
and is provided with a concave cross-bar or
end rest, g, which serves to bear against the
under side of the wrist or arm to relieve the
grasping muscles and enable the operator to
raise masses of clothes with ease.

The short arm, a, diverges from the long arm
when the jaws are closed, and is arranged in
proper position to be pressed down Dby the
thumnb in opening the jaws.

A loop-spring, s, passing over the upper jaw
and having its ends secared along the handle
of thelower jaw, serves to keep the jaws closed
upon the clothes, so that no muscular action
is needed for this purpose.

In order to prevent the wet clothes from
slipping, and to protect them from the Dbite of
the jaws, a rubber end, n, is attached to the
lower jaw, and this end may with advantage
be transversely corrugated.

What 1 ¢laim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— ‘

The clothes-tongs having concave jaws,
closing-spring, and branches of unequal length
pivoted together, the under branch, b, being
extended to form a rest, g, under the wrist or
arm, and the upper branch, a, diverging there-
from for thumb-pressure, as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

GEORGE CLOSSON DAVISOXN,

Witnesses:

GEORGE BURLEY,
J. C. BURLEY.




